GOTHERINGTON PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY

Gotherington Parish Council are looking for someone to serve as a Parish Councillor

	· Are you interested in local current affairs?



	· Do you wish to serve your Community?



	· Are you interested in planning and development? 



	· Could you provide a voice for residents?




What is a Parish Council? 

A parish council is a local authority that makes decisions on behalf of the people in the parish.  It is the level of local government closest to the community with the district authority (Tewkesbury Borough Council) and the county authority (Gloucestershire County Council) above it in the hierarchy.  The parish council has a wide range of powers that essentially relate to local matters, such as looking after community structures, allotments, play areas, bus shelters and much more. The council also has the power to raise money through taxation, the precept. The precept is the parish council’s share of the council tax.  If you did become a parish councillor you would be required to sign the Code of Conduct.
Why become a Parish Councillor? 

By becoming a parish councillor you become someone your community will look to for help, guidance and support - a community leader with the power to influence decisions for the benefit of the people you serve.  Full training and support will be given.

How much time does it take up? 

Gotherington Parish Council meets on the second Tuesday every month and meetings usually last for two hours, depending on what is on the agenda. There are also planning meetings and other ad hoc meetings from time to time.
The term of office will run until the next ordinary elections in May 2019.
This position is open to people who meet the following criteria: 

Be a UK or commonwealth citizen or
Be a citizen of the Republic of Ireland or
Be a citizen of another Member state of the European Union
Be at least 18 years old
For the whole of the previous 12 months you have occupied (as owner or tenant) land or other premises in the parish of Gotherington or
During the previous 12 months you have worked in the parish (as your principal or only place of work) or
For the whole of the previous 12 months you lived in the parish of 

Gotherington or within three miles of the parish boundary

You do not have to be connected to a political party
Don’t take our word for it!
The best way to find out what it is like to be a parish councillor is to talk to someone who is doing it now.    Come along to a parish council meeting or speak to one of our councillors – their details can be found on the parish council website – www.gotheringtonparishcouncil.org.uk
	Gotherington Parish Council
	

	For further information or an informal chat please contact
	

	Clerk, Jules Owen: 
	Email:  gotheringtonpc@gmail.com  

	
	Telephone: 07850 505058


